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Tony and | had performed improvisatory concert
music together before, but only played four-hands
jazz informally. My wife Patrice encouraged us to
record a CD of two-piano jazz, so when | happened
to be performing in New York while Tony was
visiting, the idea of doing a CD together came up
again. | paid a quick visit to my jazz publisher, MJQ
Music, and asked managing editor Paul Schwartz if
he had anything for two pianos. He set me free to
browse in the piano files and we soon unearthed
two previously unrecorded concert jazz pieces, a
wonderful suite by the great French pianist and
composer Martial Solal and a two-piano version

of John Lewis's “In Memoriam”, which he had
previously recorded with his Modern Jazz Quartet.
Suddenly we had our focus and Paul granted us
exclusive rights to the first recordings. The rest fell
into place rather quickly.

Rehearsing and recording with Tony was an
extraordinary experience for me, and one of the
most joyful times in my musical life. We had great
fun exploring these pieces, and the symbiotic
serendipity of playing off each other’s ideas took

us both, | think, to places we hadn’t been before.
We hope the high spirits that went into making this
album will be evident to you, the listener. Enjoy!

David Ward-Steinman (USA)  www.presser.com/
Composers/info.cfm?Name=davidward-steinman
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Tony's piano is recorded on the left; David's on the right
(as in the photo below). Cover photo by Imogen Manins: stairwell,
Arc de Triomphe. S’rud|o photos by Martin Wright.
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