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The Improvisations

There will always be elements 
of surprise in spontaneous 
music–making, but below are a 
few suggestions of things likely 
to occur in live performance, 
reflective but certainly not a 
repetition  of what happened 
‘in the moment’ on the day of 
the recording.

2   Bach, Gounod, Schubert: 
Ave Maria

Within a few bars, Bach’s 
Prelude in C major is 
reharmonised while 
maintaining the original 
keyboard figuration. Excerpts 
of Gounod’s and Schubert’s 
Aves are referenced from time 
to time.

4   Gabriel Faure: 
Andantino (from Piano trio) 

This short improvisation take 
as its basis a main theme 
from the first movement, to 
give a broader picture of the 
three movement work. This is 
preceded by a short reference 
to the Andantino which 
contains some of the main 
melodic and harmonic material 
upon which it is founded. 

8   Erik Satie: Gymnopedie No. 1

This first of three Gymopedies 
is improvised without the 
original signature of two 
sharps, allowing for subtle 
references to all three, played 
by EL.

10   Piazzolla: Ave Maria

Here the improvisation is 
based on one of the main 
chord progressions of the 
piece.

14   Robert Schumann: Tramerai

This improvisation is based on 
the whole piece, with periodic 
references to the main theme 
and subtle variations of 
Schumann’s harmony, and a 
reference early on to another 
well-known piano piece by the 
same composer

16   George Gershwin: 
Love Walked In

A nod to old Percy Grainger’s 
completely scored version. (I 
only “borrowed” one chord; 
the second one.)
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